It is Claimed: 

1 A computer-implemented patent portfolio analysis method comprising: 

\ retrieving a corpus of patent information from a database, said information 
includingsthe claim text of at least one claim; 

analyzing the claim text of said at least one claim to generate a claim breadth 
metric; \ 

associating said claim breadth metric with said claim text and storing said 
associated metric in a asunputer-readable dataset. 



10 X The method of claim 1 wherein said step of analyzing the claim text includes 
couFding the number of words in said claim text and generating a claim breadth metric 
therefrom. 

3. The iT^ethod of claim 1 wherein said step of analyzing the claim text includes 
15 identifying withi\ said claim text a preamble portion and a body portion, counting the 

number of words iri said preamble and body portions and applying separate weights to 
said counts to generate said claim breadth metric. 

4. The method of claihn 1 wherein said step of analyzing the claim text includes 
20 parsing said text to identify Mrts of speech, using said identified parts of speech to 

identify clauses within said claim, comparing said clauses with the text of other claims in 
• said corpus to generate scores in^cative of which clauses within said claim text have a 
lower probability of being found in other claims within said corpus. 

25 5. The method of claim 1 further comprising displaying said patent information in a 
sorted order based on said claim breadth metric. 
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:\ The method of claim 1 wherein said step of analyzing the claim text includes 

\ 

linguistically processing said text to identify at least one clause within said claim text that 

\ 

has a lower probability than other of said clauses within said claim text of being found in 
other claiiT^within said corpus. 



7. The method^pf claim 6 further comprising displaying said claim text such that said 
one clause is visually Vesented differently than the other of said clauses. 



A computer-implemented patent portfolio analysis method comprising: 
4^ \retrieving a corpus of patent information from a database; 

an^zing said patent information to generate a category metric; and 
^Jf associating said category metric with said patent information and storing said 

associated metric inva computer-readable dataset. 
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9. The method of claim 8 wherein said patent information includes patent 
classification information and wherein said analyzing step is performed by defining a 
plurality of categories and mapping classification information onto said categories. 



20 10. The method of claim 8 wherein said patent information includes claim text 
information to be analyzed and wherein said analyzing step includes: 
defining an eigenspace representing a training population of training claims each 
training claim having associated training text; 

representing at least a portion of said training claims in said eigenspace and associating 
25 a predefined category with each training claim in said eigenspace; and 
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projecting the claim text information to be analyzed into said eigenspace and associating 
with said projected claim text the predefined category of the training claim to which it is 
closest within the eigenspace. 
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